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COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


NuMBER XIV. 


Turspay, 8 fanuary, 1793- 





Mane falutantum Virc. Georc, 


Making MORNING CALLS, 








To THE Country SPECTATOR. 


Sir, 


As thinking is a painful fenfation, 
and indolence a very delightful one, many wife 
expedients have been difcovered, which effectu- 
ally exclude from the mind every ferious idea. All 
your predeceffors, who have treated on the manners 
of the Metropolis, have celebrated the efficacy of 
Cards in accomplifhing this defirable end; and, there- 
fore, tho’ their utility in the Country is no lefs confpi- 
cuous than in Town, I will not trouble you with 
remarks on a fubject, which has been fo often and 


fo ably difcuffed. But as Cards, neither in Town nor 
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Country, are capable of affording employment for 
the whole four and twenty hours, it has been found 
convenient to divertify the day by devoting the few 
that remain, to fome other occupation. I have ob- 
ferved the different ways of {pending the morning 
in the Capital and in the Provincesy in both of 
them, indeed, the time between break faft and dinner 
is dedicated chiefly to the ceremony of paying vifits ; 
but in London, where fafhionable people have fo 
many friends, that they cannot fpare time to /eé 
them, they drive from the door of one acquaintance 
to that of another, leaving their names at each: 
whilft in the Country, where the circle of Society is 
more contracted, people find leifure to /ee their 
friends, and to converfe with them; and tho’ folid 
refiection ig no more fuffered to intrude here than 
into the mind of the Dutchefs, who is driving at a 
Mai!l-Coach rate along the pavement of Piccadilly, yet 
the morning call in a Country Town will furnifh the 
obferver with ideas and afford him a leffon of in- 
{truction, which cannot be derived from the mere 
rattling of Charict-wheels, or repeated rappings at 
a door. 


Being intended for the Bar, where I am deter- 
mined to make a figure, I had fuppofed, before my 
arrivalin the Country, that the beft mode of im- 
proving myfelf during the long vacation was to lock 
myfcli up in a chamber, and to harangue before the 


giais: but happening to be prefent, when my fitter 
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received a morning call from fome of her female ac- 
quaintance, I was immediately convinced that the 
beft and readieft way to attain eloquence and every 
other requifite for the Bar, would be to attend my 
faid fifter, as often as fhe made, or received, morning 
calls. 


You, Mr. Country Specrator, whatever may 
be your vocation, muft be aware of the neceflity of 
poffeffing a tolerable fhare of affurance in order to 
rife to eminence ; but you muft have obferved, that 
it is more particularly requifite in the profeffion, to 
which I am deftined. . Pray, Sir, don’t you think, 
that he, who is a/one with half a fcore women (1 
mean, who is the only #az in the company) and who 
can talk in their prefence freely and unabafhed, muft 
have acquired fuch a portion of affurance, as would 
enable him to fpeak without a blufh in any of the 
Courts of Wefiminfier-Hall? Iam willing to hope 
this is the cafe: for before I came down into 
the Ccantry I was perfecily collected, when dining 
in commons with all the Benchers, and gave fanguine 
hopes of my future abilities by my acutenefs of ob- 
fervation and readinefs of reply ; but confident as I 
had been made by frequent applaufe, I no fooner at- 
tempted to offer a trivial remark at one of my fifter’s 
parties, than I found my tongue faultering, my mind 
agitated, and my whole frame tremulous. At ano- 
ther time, determined as I was to become a great 
Lawyer, I was no lefs embarraffed, than I had been 
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112 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


at firft ; and even when I had been prefent at fourteen, 
ofthefe morning parties, I was not ableto fay half as 
much as the moft filent woman in the room : but 
at laft I can congratulate myfelfon being able to bear 
my part in the converfation ; and my feelings aflure 
me, that he, who can fpeak without awkwardnefs 
and timidity before half a dozen women, may plead 
with confidence before a Lord Chief Juftice, a Spe- 
cial Jury, and a crowded audience. 


Another requifite in our profeffion is freedom of 
Jpecch ; as you muft be fenfible that the iffue of 
a trial greatly depends on our manner of reprefent- 
ing the charaéfers of the parties in the caufe. _ The 
Counfel for the Plaintiff, in order to convince the 
Jury of the great damage his Client has fuftained, 
mutt blacken the reputation of the Defendant by ge- 
neral afperfions ; whilft the Counfel for the Defend- 
ant muft roundly affert, that the Plaintiff is a moft 
litigious purfe-proud fellow, ever ready to opprefs 
his poorer neighbours; and the Advocates for either 
fide muft flily infinuate, that the witneffes of the 
adverfe party are not men of common veracity, and 
that no degree of credit whatever is due to their tef- 
timony. Such proceedings formerly appeared to 
me to be more cruel than I now think them : the 
female fex have ever been renowned for their exqui- 
fite tendernefs and the extreme fenfibility of their 
leelings ; and yet I obferve, that at their morning 
vifits they never fcruple to {peak with all poffible 
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freedom, even of their particular friends. Milfs 
Doe afflures Mrs. Roe, that Mifs Nokes is an impru- 
dent, thoughtlefs, giddy girl, and that fhe has been 
told a great deal about her, which fhe will not in 
compaflion reveal, and to which fhe fhould have 
paid no regard, had fhe not heard it from Mifs 
Stiles :—when Mrs. Roe, to refute the charge, proves 
by an zunuendo, that whatever may have been the 
indifcretions of Mifs Nokes, Mifs Sizles above all 
people ought to have been filent, and as to her vera~ 
city, fhe was famous for that at {chool. 


The third great qualification neceflary to forenfic 
excellence, isa faculty of talking long on a barren topics 
a qualification, which many ladies poffefs in an emi- 
nent degree. The colour of a ribband worn by a 
beauty at a Country ball is certainly not much more 
important than an action for the recovery of forty 
fhillings; yet a lady of ordinary powers will fpeak 
twice as long on the former, as the moft able Bar 
rifter can hope to do on the latter. At a morning 
call, which I lately made, an animated debate took 
place refpecting the colour of Mifs Somebody’s fath 
at a late Affembly, in which it was warm! y conteft- 
ed on one hand that the fafh was blue, and on the 
other, that it was purple. I was furprifed to obferve 
with what earneftnefs and perfeverance each difpu-_ 
tant fupported her fide of the queftion; and after 
all, when the difpute had been continued with ve. 
hemence for at leaft an hour, at the expiration of 


















































vega eres 
. ¥ 
—— 


ey en eee 


satan eon salleh sil 


114 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


which time the victory was doubtful, the conteft 
was terminated by the departure of one of the ladies, 
who had other ca//s to make that very morning. 


The laft fpecies of inftru@ion, which a profef- 
fional man may receive from frequent attendance on 
the ladies at their morning routs, is of fo important 
anature, that it has been infifted upon by all, who 
have treated on the eloquence of the Bar from the 
remote{t ages down to the prefent day. This is no- 
thing lefs than general knowledge; a quality, from 
which Er/kine derives fo much of his celebrity, and 
which diftinguifhes that great Orator above all his 
cotemporaries. This quality, Sir, I affirm, is no 
where to be fo fully attained as in the company of 
my fifter’s affociates. They feem to be generally 
acquainted with all the occurrences of their Town 
and neighbourhood, and are no lefs ready to com- 
municate them. And tho’ the intelligence, which 
they impart, may not be immediately connected 
with /ega/ ftudies, yet as it is not to be found in the 
volumes of any of the fages of the Law, and as 
general knowledge has been fo ftrongly recommended 
by thofe, whofe authority it is not fafe to difpute, I 
cannot help advifing my fellow ftudents to follow my 
example, by attending their grand-mothers, mothers, 
aunts, lifters, female coufins and acquaintances in 
all their morning peregrinations, as being the moft 
likely method of making a proficiency in the know- 
ledge of every thing,—except the mere /etfer of the 
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Law. This, Sir, you know, may eafily be learnt by 
reading Blackffone and Coke, Bracfon and Glanvil, the 
Reports and Year-Books, and the other Volumes, 
which may be met with in the library of every 
Lawyer. 


Be affured, however, that I have not ventured to 
propofe this method of ftudy without full convic- 
tion of its utility from my own experience. By the 
profecution of it during the three months of the 
laft vacation, I returned to the Temple wonderfully 
improved in affurance, in the art of handling cha- 
racters, and in thefaculty of talking very long on fub- 
jects of very little importance : to thefe attainments | 
had added an immenfe fund of mifcellaneous infor- 
mation; and I doubt not, that after a few vacations 
fpent in a Country Town, I fhall become a more 
formidable Mooter than any of my competitors. 


At the fame time, I hope, your Readers will not 
throw an air of ridicule on my plan of acquiring 
eloquence, from a miftaken notion of its novelty. 
Should you judge it expedient, I could quote for 
their fatisfaction, precedents of the higheft anti- 
quity, in fupport of my doctrine. It is well known, 
that Pericles derived much of his oratory from fre- 
quent converfation with the ladies of Aibens ; while 
Cicero, the greateft Advocate among the Romaus, is 
reported to have owed much of his eloquence to the 
company of the female fex: and tho’ we cannot, 
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at the diftance of fo many centuries, afcertain what 
part of the day thefe great men appropriated to at- 
tendance on the ladies, yet it cannot reafonably be 
fuppofed, of the Roman at leaft, that his vifits to 
them were any thing more than—cal/s in the morn. 
ng. 
26 Dec. 1792. Iam, Sir, 
Yrs. A Templar in the Country. 


P. S. Tho’ I have been diffufe in praife of morning 
calls, 1 would not be underftood to mean the vifits 
of relations, who call on each other out of pure re- 
gard or for the purpofe of dull deliberation on fa- 
mily affairs, fince /candal or frivolous difcourfe is not 
the principal object of fuch meetings: but by 
morning calls \ mean certain vifits, in which fincerity 
is facrificed to hypocrify, truth to falfhood, time 
to trifles, and humanity to amufement. 


S. 
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